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STATEMENT 

The early parliamentary elections were successfully completed in compliance with 

national legislation and international standards. Therefore, we congratulate the Republic of 

Azerbaijan and the brotherly Azerbaijani people and wish that the results of the elections would 

further strengthen prosperity of the country and contribute to the success of the ongoing reforms 

in the country.  

The International Election Observation Mission of the Cooperation Council of Turkic 

Speaking States (Turkic Council) conducted observation of the early Parliamentary Elections of 

the Republic of Azerbaijan on 4-9 February 2020. The Mission was composed of officials from 

the Secretariat of the Turkic Council, as well as Central Election Commission representatives 

and officials from the Member States.  

The Mission observed the Elections in Baku and Mingachevir cities, at various polling 

stations. The Mission carried out its activities in accordance with the national legislation of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as generally recognized rules of international law on the 

organization and conduct of elections. In the framework of the observation of the pre-election 

process, on 4 and 7 February 2020, the Mission had meetings with the Head of International 

Relations Department of the Presidential Administration Mr. Hikmet Hajiyev, Deputy Foreign 

Minister Mr. Ramiz Hasanov, Chairman of the Central Election Commission Mr. Mazahir 

Panahov, Head of Apparatus of the Executive Power of Baku city Mr. Elgin Habibullayev, Head 

of Executive Power of Mingachevir city Mr, Ilham Ismailov and Chairman of 47
th

 Electoral 

Commission of Mingachevir District Mr. Oktay Mammadov as well as with the representatives 

of political parties in both cities.  

During the meeting at the Central Election Commission (CEC), the Chairman informed 

the Mission about the Electoral Code, administrative preparations and measures taken in the 

framework of the electoral process, campaigning activities of the political parties, roles of 

international observer missions as well as innovations and improved organizational strategy of 

the Central Election Commission of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the smooth conduct of the 

elections.   

Decision of the CEC to install webcams in 1000 polling stations on 119 election 

constituencies upon the principle of covering the whole territory of the country constitutes one of 

the important improvements achieved compared to the previous parliamentary elections and 

indeed contributed to the transparency of the elections by giving people free access to the 

electoral activity at the polling stations.  

The candidacy of youth in the elections was considerably higher compared to the 

previous Parliamentary Elections. 50% of the candidates are between 20-40 years old and 90% 

of the candidates are younger than 60. A considerable part of the candidates are nominated for 

the first time, which means the renewal of the Milli Majlis to large extent. This reshuffling 

would allow a more dynamic parliamentary structure in the upcoming period. 



The number of the participating political parties in the early Parliamentary Elections was 

increased by 50% from 13 to 20. The number of independent candidates has also considerably 

augmented. The political parties nominated only 246 candidates, 1078 candidates were 

independent. This clearly shows that the coverage of the political representation was widened as 

equal opportunities have been provided by the State. Moreover, out of 1324 candidates, who ran 

for the parliamentary seats, women representation was 21%. 

The number of international observers has doubled since the latest Parliamentary 

Elections held in 2015 with nearly 1000 international observers from 59 international 

organizations as well as 58 countries. Plus 78000 local observers representing many political 

parties, NGOs, civil society groups including independent observers were given the possibility to 

monitor the elections. These figures are the sign of the growing interest of the people and the 

international community to the election process, which would further contribute to the openness 

and transparency of the elections. 

The authorities have allocated required resources not only for the administrative 

arrangements but also for the campaigns of the candidates. 

Polling stations are selected to serve including internally displaced persons (IDPs). A 

total of 523 stations were established throughout Azerbaijan to record the voters of the 

approximately 341.000 IDPs in Azerbaijan. We congratulate the Azerbaijani authorities for its 

countrywide efforts to create appropriate conditions for the IDPs to exercise their democratic 

rights.  

On the Election Day, the Mission visited 24 polling stations in total: 12 in Baku and 12 in 

Mingachevir. Tabulation of ballots and results was conducted in time according to the national 

election legislation. All necessary administrative measures were taken to ensure the free will of 

the people during the voting day.  

The Mission did not find any evidence of intervention of administrative or law 

enforcement authorities in the activities of the polling stations. In line with the electoral code, 

necessary conditions were provided to national and international observers to conduct impartial 

observation of the Elections. The Mission has witnessed participation of the national and 

international observers, which reinforces the transparency and public accountability of the 

Elections.  

The Mission also participated in the vote-counting process at the polling station No. 13 of 

22 Nesimi election district in Baku. Counting of ballots and announcement of results were 

conducted in time and according to the national election legislation. 

The Mission observed that there were no serious technical problems that might affect the 

results of the election. The Mission observed no campaign materials visible inside or outside the 

polling stations, nor were there any campaign activities taking place nearby the polling stations. 

The polling stations were mostly accessible for persons with disabilities. There was also braille 

alphabet for blind voters to cast their ballots at the polling stations.  

The Mission observed no attempt by any outsider to influence voters on how to vote, was 

given full access to the polling stations, and received detailed information from the polling 

station officials. The polls have been prepared in compliance with the electoral code. The 

widespread coverage of the elections by the media outlets of the country can be noted as an 

element contributing to the legitimacy and transparency of the election process.  



In conclusion, International Election Observation Mission of the Turkic Council affirms 

that the early Parliamentary Elections of the Republic of Azerbaijan were open, transparent and 

complied with the national legislation and internationally recognized election standards.  

The Mission will share its assessment and recommendations on the early Parliamentary 

Elections with the Member States and relevant International Organizations in the coming days. 

We once again congratulate Azerbaijan and the brotherly Azerbaijani people for the successful 

elections and reiterate our hope that the results of the elections would further contribute to the 

success of the ongoing reforms, increasing welfare and strengthening the democracy in the 

country.” 


