
1 
 

Speech by Baghdad Amreyev, 

Secretary General of the Cooperation Council of Turkic Speaking States, 

at the Sixth Istanbul Mediation Conference under the theme of “International Peace 

Mediation: Taking Stock and Looking Ahead”  

31 October 2019, Istanbul 
  

H.E. Mr. Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, 

H.E. Mr. Antonio Guterres, 

Esteemed Colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me start by expressing our appreciation for the kind invitation extended to the 

Cooperation Council of the Turkic Speaking States, in short the Turkic Council, for the Sixth 

Istanbul Mediation Conference on International Peace Mediation and congratulate the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey for the excellent organization and 

hospitality during the Conference. 

The overarching goal of the Turkic Council is to promote comprehensive cooperation 

among the Member States and advanced collaboration in various areas ranging from foreign 

policy, economy, transport and customs, tourism to education, media, youth and sports. 

Turkic Council has dedicated itself to strengthening peace and stability, promoting 

wide-ranging cooperation and revealing the potential for joint development in the region. 

Although it brings together a particular group of countries, the organization does not take an 

exclusive approach or a specific political agenda. On the contrary, by promoting deeper 

relations and solidarity among Turkic countries, it aims to serve as a new regional instrument 

for advancing international cooperation in Eurasian continent and in the Islamic world, 

particularly in Central Asia and Caucasus. 

The approach of the Turkic Council to regional issues is based first and foremost on 

the principle of regional ownership. In the founding and complementary documents of the 

Turkic Council, as well as in its Summit Declarations, the importance that we attach to the 

enhancement of peace, stability and prosperity in our region and beyond is clearly 

emphasized. 

We know that the Turkic Council Member States situated next to a vast region where 

acute active and frozen conflicts persist. Hence, prevention and peaceful resolution of 

conflicts are the central features of the Member States’s foreign policy. Member States have 

been involved in the mediation efforts not only in the region and but also through 

international initiatives. 

 

For example, Turkey undertakes various efforts in a wide geography from Africa to 

the Middle East, the Balkans and the Caucasus as a third Party to resolve conflicts. Turkey 
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perceives peace-making in a humanitarian-development nexus and therefore is the most 

generous nation in the world in terms of per capita humanitarian assistance. 

The profile of mediation has been rising globally since Turkey and Finland led the 

way at the United Nations through the “Mediation for Peace” initiative in 2010. The initiative 

has become one of the leading platforms for promoting wider and more effective use of 

mediation culminated in the establishment of the Group of Friends of Mediation. There has 

also been substantial improvement in international capacity for preventive diplomacy and 

mediation within the UN, regional and sub-regional organizations and civil society. 

Another founding Member State of the Turkic Council - Azerbaijan hosted recently 

the 18th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Non-Aligned Movement held 

under the motto “Upholding Bandung principles to ensure a concerted and adequate response 

to the challenges of the contemporary world”. Azerbaijan has a rich tradition of tolerance and 

multiculturalism. The Baku Process initiative launched 11 years ago with the participation of 

member-countries of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and the Council of Europe is 

also supported by the UN. UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres regarded the Baku 

Process as a front line for promoting a dialogue of cultures since 2008. Established as a 

logical continuation of the “Baku Process”, the World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue, held 

in Azerbaijan every two years, has already been recognized by resolutions of the UN General 

Assembly as the main global platform for promoting intercultural dialogue. Azerbaijan also 

regularly hosts meetings of the high military leadership of Russia-NATO and Russia-USA. 

Starting with the decision in the mid-1990s to relinquish its inherited nuclear arsenal, 

Kazakhstan has positioned itself on the international stage as a responsible global player and 

a positive international force. Kazakhstan is now a meeting place and even a starting point for 

solving pressing issues. Kazakhstan’s official role in the Iranian nuclear talks was simply that 

of providing a benign environment conducive for an agreement. Kazakhstan was a logical 

venue for such talks given its good ties with Iran and its negotiating partners. 

As an emerging mediator country, Kazakhstan, once again offered its capital for peace 

negotiations aimed at ending the Syrian conflict complementing the Geneva peace talks on 

Syria in 2017. As a result of Astana Peace Process, prisoners were exchanged and the zones 

of peace are created. As President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan noted, the Astana Peace Process 

“remains the only mechanism capable of facilitating concrete steps in Syria”. 

Turkic Council’s new Member State - Uzbekistan - under the wise leadership of 

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has willingly assumed an intermediary role. Uzbekistan has a 

strong position on how peace in Afghanistan can be reached and proactively meeting with the 

parties of the conflict and advocating for economic projects. In this regard, Uzbekistan hosted 

a regional security and development conference in November 2017 that focused heavily on 

Afghanistan and a conference specifically on Afghanistan in March 2018. Foreign Minister 

Abdulaziz Kamilov has conducted a shuttle diplomacy between the conflicting Parties to 

carry out peace negotiations in Uzbekistan. 
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There was another mediation initiative jointly made by 2 of our member states- 

Turkey and Kazakhstan in 2019, during the Istanbul summit of OIC. Presidents Erdoğan and 

Nazarbayev initiated in a joint statement the idea of Islamic Rapprochement that was 

supported by all OIC member states by a special resolution. In a world passing at the time 

through a very critical period in terms of growing numbers of so-called inter-Islamic 

conflicts, motivation behind this idea was evident; advocating an active role for the OIC in 

promoting rapprochement among Muslim countries and making itself a future platform of the 

Islamic community. Despite the inherent value of this Initiative at the time to show that 

Islamic world could identify its own problems and deal with them through its own and unique 

dynamics, it has not yielded the expected outcomes. 

Building on the foreign policy priorities of its Member States, as the Turkic Council, 

we would like to underscore that regional organizations can play an important role in the 

promotion of regional peace and security as well as economic and social development 

through cooperation among countries in the region. This will create a synergy between 

regional and global initiatives to ensure complementarity and the added value of each process 

towards political stability, economic growth, and social and cultural development. 

In this regard, as a young and dynamic international organization with its 

comprehensive and cooperative approach, the Turkic Council attributes utmost importance to 

strengthen its relations with the UN and its specialized organizations. Following this 

objective, the Turkic Council has been rising in the international arena as a respectful 

regional actor that possesses an important potential to contribute to the global partnership. 

The existing cooperation between the Turkic Council and the UNDP is exemplary in 

the sense that how a regional inter-governmental mechanism and an international 

organization can successfully join their hands to empower the sustainable development-

sustainable peace nexus in a specific region. 

 The international conference that the Turkic Council and the UNDP co-hosted in 2015 

in Istanbul on the role of ICT for development that welcomed more than 150 high-level 

experts from 15 countries was the first jointly realized event to this end. This was followed 

by the international conference on the role of youth in preventing and countering violent 

extremism co-organized by the Turkic Council and the UNAOC with the valuable partnership 

of the UNDP. The event where 300 young leaders and high level experts participated from 40 

countries from Africa to Central Asia yielded remarkable success for bringing key 

stakeholders on such an important theme. 

Another example, the Turkic Council was the most active implementing partner of the 

Global South-South Development Expo 2017 in Antalya that was attended by more than 800 

participants from over 120 UN Member States. We are committed to contribute to the 

implementation of the SDGs at each and every platform while designing our activities in a 

wide range of areas accordingly. 

In this respect, the Turkic Council-UNOSSC Joint Report entitled ”South-South in 

Action: How the Turkic Council Uses South-South Cooperation to Promote Regional and 
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Global Development” was another solid example to the ongoing fruitful cooperation 

between the Turkic Council and the UNOSSC which launched in 2017 in New York on the 

margins of UN General Assembly. The report constitutes a key document to put forward the 

correlation between the activities of the Turkic Council especially on the areas of tourism, 

education and transportation, and the steps that it takes for the achievement of SDGs in its 

Member States as well as across the region. 

Turkic Council’s activities was also emphasized in UNOSSC Publication in Action on 

Peace and Development”, which is presented at BAPA+40 Side Event: South-South 

Cooperation on Peace and Development at the Second High-level United Nations Conference 

on South-South Cooperation in Buenos-Aires, Argentina on 19 March 2019. 

This thematic publication is showcasing 21 cases studies of South-South and 

Triangular Cooperation for peace and development offered by UN agencies, member states 

and inter-governmental organizations and oriented towards preventing the outbreak, 

escalation, continuation and recurrence of conflict in the Global South. 

The Turkic Council is listed as a partner organization and one of the case studies is 

about the Turkic Council’s Junior Diplomats Joint Training Programme. The publication 

notes that the effective engagement of diplomats is also essential for the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and the Turkic Council has devised a tailored 

training initiative in order to support the evolution of cooperation among young diplomats. 

With this initiative, we are focused on the creation of a strong friendship bonds 

among young diplomats, building a sense of regional ownership, improving their capacity for 

dialogue, and other technical skills believing that they will take forward the long-lasting 

friendly relations among the Turkic Speaking States, as these young diplomats in their carrier 

paths will become future Ambassadors and high-ranking government officials of their 

countries. 

The above mentioned Reports give a comprehensive picture on the Turkic Council’s 

achievements by shedding light on its true potential to deepen and widen the existing 

cooperation among the Member States and in the region in the period ahead. 

We would like to declare our desire to cooperate with the Group of Friends of 

Mediation and contribute to its efforts in undertaking mediation activities for the maintenance 

of international peace and security as set out in Chapter VIII of the UN Charter. We will be 

happy to reflect our experience of developing initiatives and projects to maintain positive 

agenda in order to address possible source of conflict among the parties. We believe the 

power of pre-emption outweighs the power of prevention. 

 

Thank you all for your kind attention! 


